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The girls at San Pedro all learn English, and the fact that
there are in the community nuns from many European
countries gives an international spirit to the college, a spirit
which, backed by enthusiastic Catholicism, makes for width
of thought* Nor are national interests neglected in a land
so full of history and of present wonders. The collections
of medals x and other antiquities betray the interest in the
past, while in the laboratories and nature study rooms one
can see evidences that the girls are keeping themselves
informed of the progress in electricity so specially developed
in their country. They study the different ways of mining
gold; they are intent upon the habits of their native
llama, and upon the development of quinine, or they
record notes of the Yaravi, played by Indians on the
melancholy quena.
Activities within and without the college are the fruit
of these many-sided interests. There is, of course, the
congregation of the Children of Mary. Next in import-
ance are the associations which deal with social work. San
Pedro is the centre of Catholic Action. Its most important
work, which is known by the name of El Patronato, was
founded in 1917.
El Patronato 2 is divided into four sections, all aiming at
giving help to adolescents, the first being occupied with
those children who are obliged to seek some remunera-
tive work immediately on leaving the elementary schools.
El Patronato makes it its business to see that the positions
are suitable, and it welcomes the young girls on alternate
Sundays in small groups at San Pedro. There, every
instances, the training college is too much like a superior secondary school, and fails
in opening the minds of its students to the broad vistas of educational thought,"
p. 157-
1 See & Famille for January 19 3 3, p. 17. Reverend Mother Symon's visit to Lima.
* Details sent to the writer from the training college.